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Today was the first day of remote learning for all students. It was a bit of a rocky start as much of the Town of
Dedham experienced a power outage at about 7:35 AM, just after the start of online participation at Dedham
High School.  Most students and faculty were kicked off due to this event, but it was amazing how quickly they
were able to rally and get back online together. It was quite a sight to see.

The effort to provide a remote experience for all 2700 students in Dedham today was an enormous challenge
and a tremendous amount of work for all involved. There were additional challenges over the course of the
morning as not all students were able to get logged in and some folks needed some additional help.  However,
by later in the morning, the vast majority of students were able to participate and hopefully also had a successful
experience.  Each day we will learn a little more and work out all the various problems.

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Coordinator
For the past two days we have hosted two of the three candidates for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Coordinator in the district.  Information on their visits can be found here.  Candidates participated in many
different forums and feedback on each of the candidates was submitted on electronic feedback forms. There will
be one more candidate tomorrow before we begin checking references and hopefully making an appointment
within a week or so.

As the Committee is aware, Fallon Ambulance continues to conduct free COVID-19 testing at the Endicott
Estate in Dedham.  As of now testing will still be available tomorrow (Thursday) from 12-6:00 PM.  Wait times
yesterday (Wednesday) were down to about 45 minutes as of 4:00 PM yesterday and I anticipate reduced wait
times today and tomorrow.  Free testing continues to be available in Braintree 6 days per week.  I forwarded this
information to all parents, faculty, and staff this week.

Oakdale Principal Kim Hermesesh recently completed a “virtual” Boston Marathon and was featured on a
Boston25 news broadcast.  While this was framed as a virtual event, the actual 26.2 continuous miles that Kim
ran were very, very real!  Kim completed this run on behalf of her late brother Chris and the American Liver
Foundation team.  We are very proud of her and the news segment featuring her is included in your folder.

I am happy to answer any questions the Committee may have.


